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Volume 16, Issue 2 February  2005 2001 

**!** NEXT CLUB MEETING: Thursday  
February 24th 2005 at Johnsons Auto Plaza located on the corner of 136th 

and US HWY 85, 7:00 p.m.  **!** 
 
 
 
From the President 
 
Hello from the presidential palace. I would like to start by apologizing to all of you that went to the church for the last 
meeting. We had an issue with availability and felt that changing the location was the answer. Michelle and Earl attempted 
to contact those of you that do not have E-mail but were not successful in contacting everyone. We also had a few old or 
bad E-mail addresses for some of you. Please not that it is very important that we have up to date information for you all 
for instances like this. The new meeting place will be at Johnson Auto Plaza located at 12410 E 136th AVE in Brighton Co 
80601. 
It is located on the corner of 136th and US HWY 85. We will meet in the Chrysler building customer lounge. The last 
meeting went very well and I was happy with all of the input from the members that were present. One of the things I 
covered was that this is a group organization and that I would prefer you did not come to me with problems; instead come 
to me with solutions. We all need to work together to make this the club that it once was and not the club it has become. 
We have the best members in Colorado and we should have the best club in Colorado. We have been known in the past as 
the friendly club and I would like us to continue and capitalize on that in the future.  
 The weekend of the 5th and 6th was the Jeffco auction. For those of you that did not attend it was a great event. 
There were more planes than I have seen in my entire life and the prices seemed to be very low. Mark Smith, the new 
district IX vise president and Dave Brown the AMA President were both present and I had an opportunity to visit with 
both of them. They are both very nice and are very excited about the future of model aviation. In visiting with them I 
found they believe the future of our hobby is in the park flyer segment. They had an informal cocktail hour on Saturday 
night and a breakfast on Sunday Morning for all of the club presidents. I was not able to attend either meeting due to the 
fact I did not find out until Saturday afternoon about either function and already had prior engagements. They had sent 
invitations to the club presidents but I did not receive mine. One thing Mark Smith is working on very diligently is the 
district IX web site http://www.amadistrict-ix.org/ check it out there are a ton of great links and information on this page.  
 The last newsletter had a typo about dues. The current dues are now topped off at $90.00. Sorry for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.  
 I hope to see all of you at the next club meeting. Lets face it this is where we get things done. Don’t let the few 
that come to the meetings run YOUR CLUB. See you there. 
 
Johnn Dodge 
MAS club President 
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PLANNING FOR (& DURING) BUILDING 
-by Clay Ramskill 

PHOOEY! BLAST! GOSH—DARN IT!!! 

Rats! I’ve done it again! Today, I just "framed up" the fuselage for a new plane—and once again, I did not drill a hole in 
the #2 frame for the throttle nyrod. 

Oh, I’ll get a hole in that 1/8" ply frame—I’ve had to develop techniques for this. But the hole won’t be as accurately 
placed and will have a "buggered up" look—all because I didn’t drill the hole BEFORE gluing in the frame. 

A hole for the throttle cable is only one of a number of items that are so much easier to take care of when the pieces 
involved are spread out flat on your workbench, unassembled. Like appropriate holes for routing your receiver antenna. 
Mounting arrangements for the servos. Extra supports for nyrods. Cut-outs for the radio switch. And in that #2 frame 
again, the holes for the wing dowels. 

This list can be quite extensive—and unfortunately, most come in areas where a designer’s plans don’t give any help. This 
is not really the designer’s fault—he leaves radio, battery, and pushrod installations up to you. YOU fit in the cables, 
pushrods, and antenna installations of your choice, in the style and type that you feel most comfortable with.  

For instance, back to that throttle cable/nyrod. It’s all going to depend on 
your engine and how you intend to mount it. A 4-stroke may require a 
different set-up than a 2-stroke engine. An engine mounted horizontally will 
require a different cable routing than an engine mounted vertically. The cable 
or nyrod may have to go around a fuel tank; it may not. 

Because of the considerable differences in types and mounting styles for 
engines, and the numerous ways of mounting and connecting servos to their 
respective control surfaces, it is improbable that a designer can cover all the 
possibilities. Very often, then, engine mounting and control layout is left to 
the builder. 

So you, the builder, will have to do some design work. 

You decide how the engine is to be mounted. Then determine where the 
throttle arm will be, and then route the cable or nyrod, avoiding the fuel tank. 
Quite often, this will involve a hole in a frame or bulkhead. 

Servo placement is dependent on their linkages to the corresponding controls, weight/C.G. considerations, and space 
available in the fuselage. Knowing where you want them allows you to locate mounting hardware and install appropriate 
reinforcement, beams, or whatever. This is all more easily done BEFORE the fuselage is half completed! 

The same applies to control rods or nyrods—if you determine where servo horns and control horns are going to be, then 
you can draw in, right on the plans, the routing for the appropriate linkages. Then it’s relatively easy to allow for supports, 
clearances, exit points and so on. 

Again, it may be easier and more accurate to provide for these items before fuselage assembly. 

Oh, yes—your antenna! Whether you like it outside or inside the fuselage, figure it out early. An inside antenna definitely 
requires some planning. Determine where you want it to go, steering clear of servos and wiring as much as possible. Find 
a good exit point so it won’t get wrapped around a tailwheel. Draw that in on your plans. Make appropriate holes while 
it’s easy, BEFORE you glue the whole sheebang together! 

You may find it easier to drill the firewall for the engine mount, fuel tubing (and that throttle cable) before assembly. This 
is especially true in designs where the fuselage sides extend well forward of the firewall. 

There are even some cases where prior planning is advisable before constructing the wing - the most obvious being a case 
where you add outboard ailerons run by a single servo. It’s much better to have pushrod holes predrilled and bellcrank 
mount supports already installed at the proper angle before assembly. 
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Sure, I know - we all want to have something that LOOKS like a plane as soon as possible. It’s hard to do the boring work 
first; planning, marking and drilling little holes before you even get on with assembly. But you may find doing just that is 
the best method overall. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Miniature Aero Sportsters 
Meeting Minutes January 27, 2005 

 

Welcome New Members & Visitors – We did not have any new members attend this meeting.   

Members in Attendance – This month’s meeting attendees were: 
Roy McGee, Bill DeWald, Barry McGee, Ron Martin, Mark Hofstatter, Jason Martin, Dennis Lesondak, Lee Overholt 
Warren Janssen, Mark Nicastle, Rick Nelson, Larry Burns, Wayne Reynolds, Russ Nickols, Earl Keffer, John Hogan 
Bob Sherman, Dave Hogan, Vince Gutschalk, Roger Little, Bob Bubnich,, Johnn Dodge. Bob Salmon, Michelle Dodge 
 
Maintenance – There are no real big projects slated at this time.  We did discuss putting down new asphalt and/or sealing 
the runway this spring.  Johnn mentioned that Johnson Auto Plaza was going to be doing some maintenance work on their 
parking lot(s) this spring and will approach the company about doing some work at the field, perhaps to save us a few $$$.   
 
We discussed the gate situation.  Currently, as you all know, we do not have or normal gate up.  Earl did some research on 
replacing the gate.  For a flat metal gate the cost would be around $120.  For a galvanized and powder coated gate, the 
cost would be around $156.   
 

 A motion was made to hang a chain across our entryway instead of a gate. (passed) 
 
After much discussion everyone agrees that we need to keep a No Trespassing sign posted for liability reasons.  Any lock 
placed on the chain will keep the same combination published for 2004.  If you need a reminder, let someone know and 
we’ll get that to you.   
 

• Motion – A motion was made to have the Hogans rebuild the stovepipe in our building. (passed)   
 
20th Anniversary – This fall will mark the 20th anniversary of the Miniature Aero Sportsters being in the location we are 
currently.  We just made mention of it to plant the seed for thoughts about having a celebration when the time comes.  Put 
on your thinking caps flyers and bring your ideas to upcoming club meetings! 
 
1st Flight Certificates – Vince has some certificates for members completing their first solo flights.  We need to obtain a 
list of who has or has not reached this goal and who still needs to get certificates.  I’ll be more than happy to keep track of 
that information so we have it in our permanent records, but I need a list please.  ☺  Vince: hint, hint 
 
Club Lease – The lease for the club is up in 2005.  We should be receiving information sometime soon on its renewal.  
We’ll keep you posted as we find out more. 
 
Club Roster – There have been several requests for members to receive an updated member roster.  I am more than happy 
to put one together, however, there have been a few concerns about what information is published on the roster.  I will be 
preparing a roster for the February meeting.  Please let me know of any information you DO NOT want published on the 
roster.  Generally, published rosters have included name, address, phone number, and e-mail (if applicable).  I was going 
to do the same thing, but again, please let me know if you have any objections to any of that information being made 
available to all club members. 
 
AMA Charter (FYI) – I received an e-mail from the AMA stating that charter kits were going to be mailed out sometime 
in early February.  As soon as I get that we can get it together and mailed back in. 
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Fun Stuff – Bill DeWald conducted our meeting raffle as usual.  Warren Janssen won a gallon of the Hogan’s fuel. You 
know, I’ve always wondered… is the Hogan’s fuel like the “moonshine” for r/c pilots?  hee hee hee   Lee Overholt went 
home with a Digipace 3 battery analyzer/cycler.  Thanks to Bill, John, and Dave for contributing to the fun and excitement 
of our meetings! 
 
For the Good of the Order – No additional issues were brought up. Still no group hug.  
 
Helpful information 
 
Did you ever wonder about the channels and the frequencies, here is a handy chart. 
 
 

Ch.# / Frequency Ch.# / Frequency 

11 / 72.010mhz 36 / 72.510mhz 

12 / 72.030mhz 37 / 72.530mhz 

13 / 72.050mhz 38 / 72.550mhz 

14 / 72.070mhz 39 / 72.570mhz 

15 / 72.090mhz 40 / 72.590mhz 

16 / 72.110mhz 41 / 72.610mhz 

17 / 72.130mhz 42 / 72.630mhz 

18 / 72.150mhz 43 / 72.650mhz 

19 / 72.170mhz 44 / 72.670mhz 

20 / 72.190mhz 45 / 72.690mhz 

21 / 72.210mhz 46 / 72.710mhz 

22 / 72.230mhz 47 / 72.730mhz 

23 / 72.250mhz 48 / 72.750mhz 

24 / 72.270mhz 49 / 72.770mhz 

25 / 72.290mhz 50 / 72.790mhz 

26 / 72.310mhz 51 / 72.810mhz 

27 / 72.330mhz 52 / 72.830mhz 

28 / 72.350mhz 53 / 72.850mhz 

29 / 72.370mhz 54 / 72.870mhz 

30 / 72.390mhz 55 / 72.890mhz 

31 / 72.410mhz 56 / 72.910mhz 

32 / 72.430mhz 57 / 72.930mhz 

33 / 72.450mhz 58 / 72.950mhz 

34 / 72.470mhz 59 / 72.970mhz 

35 / 72.490mhz 60 / 72.990mhz 
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Classifieds: 
 
 
 

 
 
CLUB OFFICERS 

President Johnn Dodge  
VP Andy Prideaux  
Secretary/Treasurer Michelle Dodge  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Earl Keffer  
Tom Glaess  
Steve Schwandt  
  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
January 27th Meeting  7:00 pm 
February 24th Meeting 7:00 pm 
March 24th Meeting 7:00 pm 

DIA Weather Line 
303-342-0838 
 (Wind direction and speed will be given) 

WEB page: 
http://home.comcast.net/~tglaess/. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters flying site sits on 100 acres with a 400 foot paved 

runway. The club is open to all who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists of a group of 
individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Johnson Auto 
Plaza is located at 12410 E. 136th Ave., at the corner of Hwy 86 and 136th Ave.   Meetings start promptly at 7:00 pm.   All 
M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to become actively involved in the club’s activities.  Annual 
membership dues are $90.  There is a $100 runway fee charged to all new members.  For membership information email us at 
masmembers@msn.com.  Or stop by the field on any Saturday or Sunday. 

All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) 
reserves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline 
will be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 
 

Gary Hodges 
gbhodges58@msn.com 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


