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January 2009 Snow Bird 
 
 
The Snow Bird was held this year with out problems from the weather.  In fact it was 
the best day we had to fly around the Holidays.  The ever present wind took the day 
off and we took advantage of it.  There were more than 25 pilots present out at the 
field.  That is a lot more than recent Snow Birds that were held in the cold and some-
times delayed due to the blizzards.   
 
This years competition was a short one, you had to take off (required of course) per-
form 3 different aerobatic maneuvers and no a 90 degree turn does not count.  Then 
of course the always required landing.    I would have planned something tougher but 
figured the wind would ground us anyways.  I will have multiples ready for next time in 
case we have good weather.   
 
This years winner was Herb Varona, with a time of 22.99 seconds.  Herb got to take 
home the wonderful trophy to display for the next year.  Congratulations Herb.  Bad 
news was that his wife was there so he could not even say we tricked him into win-
ning such a lovely piece of art.  David Greenberg was second and Bob Salmon was 
third.  Luckily no one sacrificed a plane this year trying to win the trophy.   
 
There was plenty of food and fun to be had out there, thank you all. 
 
First flight of 2009  Hank Barron 
 
First crash of 2009 George Kerr  
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Supermarine-Daimler-Benz Spitfire 
 
Spitfire Vb serial EN830/NX-X fell into German hands late in 1942. On November 18th while 
being flown by P/O Bernard Sheidhauer of the Free French Air force, attached to 131 
"County of Kent" Sqn RAF, he and his No.1 had been on a "rhubarb". Scheidhauer's aircraft 
suffered some sort of damage and started to loose fuel and his RT was gone. For some 
reason he headed west instead of north, after crossing a stretch of water he sighted land 
which he mistakenly thought was the Isle of Wight.  Picking out a suitable field he place his aircraft down into a wheels 
up landing, coming to rest in a field of turnips close to Dielament Manor, Trinity. Climbing from the aircraft he was met 
by several locals who informed him of his navigational error, he was in fact in German Occupied Jersey and not the 
Isle of Wight. Scheidhauer tried to destroy the aircraft, he attempted to acquire some petrol to set fire to it, but none 
was available, he smashed the instrument panel as best he could and gave away various items of equipment to the 
gathering crowd. The Germans arrived after 20 mins and he was taken prisoner ending up at Stalag Luft 111. He was 
later murdered by the Gestapo for his part in the ‘Great Escape’.   The Spitfire was sent to Echterdingen, south of 
Stuttgart, where Daimler- 
Benz operated a flight testing division, so that a Daimler-Benz DB-605A-1 engine could be installed to enable a com-
parison between the Spitfire and a 109. It reached Echterdingen minus guns and ammunition and the radio had been 
replaced with ballast, but it still had its original Merlin 45 engine. Several flights were made by Daimler-Benz pilots be-
fore conversion was attempted. A decision was made to replace the instruments and the electrical system with stan-
dard German equipment.   After the Merlin engine was removed, it was discovered that the Spitfire's front fuselage 
cross-section was very close to that of the standard Bf.110G's engine 
cowling. A new engine support was designed, and a standard DB 605A-1 engine was mounted to the fire wall. A 3.0 
m. diameter Bf.109G propeller was added, together with the carburettor scoop from a Bf.109G. After a couple of 
weeks, and with a new yellow-painted nose, the Spitfire returned to Echterdingen. 
Ellenrieder was the first pilot to fly it. When asked recently how he reacted, he reported: “Well, this Spitfire was a 
dream, a pilot’s aircraft. It was my real baby. I had never before flown an aircraft like this. We were accustomed to the 
Bf 109’s ill manners: bad visibility before take-off because the nose pointed skyward, the frightening take-off with the 
common tendency to 
swing, the unwieldy handling during the final approach and the bumpy landings. To my surprise all this had gone as 
soon as I did my first flight in that Spitfire. First of all, visibility was far better 
because of the shorter legs of the front u/c and when I pushed the throttle forward - suddenly I was in the air! No 
swerving during the ground roll. The plane had a fantastic rate of climb, about 21 m. (70 ft) per second, and behaved 
extremely well during all manoeuvres. The landing was no different, final approach, touch the runway and there you 
were."  Much of the Spitfire's better handling could be attributed to its lower wing loading.  The Spitfire's wing area was 
about 54 sq. ft. (5m²) greater than that of the Bf.109.   The Messerschmitt was faster at low altitude, but at 11,000 ft. 
(3350 m) the speeds evened out. The DB 605A engine gave better performance, according to the test group, than the 
Merlin, which was rated 150 hp below the German engine. 
It gave the Spitfire a ceiling of 41,666 ft. (12700 m.), about 3,280 ft. (1000 m.)  more than a Bf.109G with the same 
engine and 5,166 ft. (1475 m.) more than that of a Spitfire Mk.V. After a brief period at Rechlin confirming the perform-
ance data, the modified Spitfire returned to Echterdingen to serve officially as a test bed.   It was popular with the pilots 
in and out of working hours. Its career ended on 14th August, 1944, when a formation of US bombers attacked 
Echterdingen, wrecking the Spitfire. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: DUES ARE COMING DUE 
 

MAS dues are payable each January. There is a grace period extending until the end of March. After 
I April, if your dues are not paid, you will not be able to fly at the MAS field (although you will 
always be welcome) and you will no longer receive the MAS newsletter. Your 2008 membership 
card will not be accepted on the frequency board. You must have the new 2009 card. In the period 
(which is very short) between the time that you submit your dues payment and receive your new 
MAS membership card for the coming year, you may display your new AMA card to let other 
members know that you have renewed your MAS membership and are insured in case of accident. 
At the end of the grace period all member whose dues have not been paid will have their names 
removed from the club roster and AMA so notified. This is an AMA requirement 
All members are aware of the initial joining fee of $125.00. Annual dues, as stipulated below, are to 
be paid in January. Those new members joining in September or later will not be assessed dues for 
the following year. Their initial $125.00 will carry over into the next year. After that period they 
will be obligated to pay yearly dues. This is the way AMA handles the problem of late registrations. 
Dues are $90.00 per year for regular members and $15.00 for junior (18 years or younger) 
members. 
Please send your dues (checks payable to MAS) to Tom Glaess, 11208 Vrain Dr, Westminster, 
80031. Also please submit the following information with your dues so that the club roster can be 
updated if necessary. 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------cut along this line -------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name _______________________________________ 
Street Address ________________________________________ 
City/Town.__________________________________ 
State_________u Zip Code __________________ 
Home phone number ______________________________ 
E-mail address ___________________________________________ 
AMAnumber ___________________________________________ 
Regular member ____________________ 
Junior member _____________________ 

 
 



All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) re-
serves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline will 
be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 

 
Gary Hodges 

gbhodges58@msn.com 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 

 

Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters 
flying site sits on 48 acres with a 500 foot paved runway. The club is open to all 
who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists 
of a group of individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club 
meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Gander Mountain Sporting 
Goods located at  9923 Grant Street Thornton , CO.  Meetings start promptly at 
7:00 pm. All M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to 
become actively involved in the club's activities 

  The first year there is a once a lifetime $125 initiation fee charged to 
all new members.  Every year after that Annual membership dues are $90.  

For membership information check out our web page: 

 http://home.comcast.net/~tglaess 

President   Hank Baron   
hbchs@wildblue.net 
Vice Pres  Ron Martin 
dlesondak1960@q.com 
Treasure  Tom Glaess 
ltglaess@comcast.net 

Board  Earl Keffer 
 
Board  Lee Overholt  
kaover@comcast.net 
 
Field Maintenance  
 
Newsletter Editor Gary Hodges 
gbhodges58@msn.com 
 
 
 
  
Web Page 
http://home.comcast.net/~tglaess.  
 

2009 Club Officers 

1585 Wadsworth Blvd 

Denver, CO 80215 

(303)238-5821 

HobbyTown USA 

9120 Wadsworth Blvd 

Westminster, CO 80021    

Phone: (303) 431-0482    

Email: htuwestmin-
ster@mesanetworks.net     


