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May is half over and we just completed our 4th annual Lamar Steen IMAC Challenge.  The 
weather was spectacular and we had a good turnout. More below.  I hope many of you are 
finding time to get out to the airfield to pursue our great hobby/sport.  The weather was im-
proving, until the latest round of white stuff last weekend, and it’s time to dust off those planes 
and bring them out to fly.  I haven’t been out as much as I would like this spring, but now that 
my wife is moved into her new store location, I plan start getting out. I look forward to seeing 
many of you in the weeks and months to come.   

 

I have said this before, but it is worth repeating if it can save a plane.  If you have a plane that 
has not flown this year, please take the time to check it out thoroughly before you try to fly it.  
Check the hinges, the servos and especially the batteries to insure they are working properly.  
Do a radio range check as well.  A little preventive maintenance can mean the difference be-
tween an enjoyable day of flying and the loss of an aircraft.  

 

At the April meeting we reviewed the spring cleanup and talked about the things that still need 
to be done.  Nothing urgent but a few items that will need to be attended to in the future.  The 
roof was checked and deemed okay for now, but we will continue to keep an eye on it.  We 
reviewed the plans for the IMAC event and tabled talk about the county fair until next meet-
ing. 

 

There was one other topic of note at the April meeting.  Tom Glaess will be stepping down as 
Secretary/Treasurer in a few months.  Jeff Osborn has agreed to fill the position and was con-
firmed by a unanimous vote of the members present. Jeff will be assuming Tom’s duties once 
all of the accounts are transferred and they are comfortable that a smooth transition can be 
made.  Please join me in thanking Tom for his many years of exemplary service to MAS. Lets 
also welcome Jeff and help him in any way we can. 

 

Our 4th  annual Lamar Steen Commemorative Challenge IMAC event took place last weekend.  
It was another successful event.  I did a summary of expenses and we will again have a nice 
addition to the treasury.  As I said at the top, the weather was spectacular, probably the best we 
have ever had for this event.   Saturday was warm and the wind was never an issue.  We had a 
nice lunch prepared by Steve Graham, delivered by Shell and served by Dennis, Jake and 
Larry F.  We flew 3 full rounds and wrapped up the day by 4:30.  We then went to El Jardin's 
for diner, a tradition I hope will grow. Sunday was even warmer and we did our unknown 
flight plus another regular round. We were all done including awards by 2:30.  M.A.S was well 
represented with 4 members competing, 1 in Basic, 2 in Sportsman and myself in Intermediate.  
Once again, a big thanks to all the members that came out to support the event, we couldn't do 
it without you.  Full report at the next meeting.    Next page  —> 
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Presidents letter continued: 
 
Summer is coming and its not too soon to be thinking about the pot luck family picnic on June 14th and, of course, the Ad-
ams County Fair in August.  We will be discussing both events at the next club meeting. 

 
 
April Meeting Minutes 
 
 

We had one new member this past month. Everyone welcome Brent Frailey. We’re up to 57 total members now. 

 
The King Soopers card program is working well. The club has received the equivalent of 6 member dues so far. 
Larry has 5 cards remaining if you want to join in. 
 
Last month we discussed a propane gauge for large bottles at the field. Dennis bought one as we discussed. 
The problem is the old tanks have the old valves. Nothing fits them anymore, including the gauge. It would be 

expensive to retrofit the old tanks. The members decided that once the tanks are empty, we’ll make a decision 

on the valves. 
 
Work day - Most of the wood was cut. Bob S. will cut the rest. The wood still needs splitting. No painting was 
done because of the weather. The shelving was done too. 
 

IMAC - There was a lot of discussion about the event. As of this writing, the event has already happened, so I’ll 
let Larry give a rundown. 
 
As I mentioned last October, this was to be my last year as Secretary/Treasurer. Everyone thought it would be a 
good idea to have someone take over during the year to make the transition easier. Jeff Osborn has volunteered 

to do just that. The transition will take a few months. The first thing we need to do is move accounts to Jeff’s 

name and address. A motion was made for Jeff to take the position. The motion passed. 
 

That’s it for this month. It was a short meeting. 
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From Matt Maziarz  Fly RC July issue  (reduced to fit) 
 
Five Rules for having a good day at the flying field 

1. Always fly in  an  area that has enough room for your plane to safely land in the event of a problem.  Really look at 
your “back yard” to decide if its too small to fly in.  Put yourself in your neighbors shoes and make sure you are not 
going to take the chance on hitting his house.   

2. Always keep the aircraft in front of you.   It’s a golden rule to not fly over your head for different reasons.  First and 
foremost, your orientation changes 180 degrees.   Once that happens you have to really think about changes to your 
flight path until you get reoriented.   

3. Know where your plane is at all times and keep it where it is supposed to be.   Never take your eyes off your plane 
when its in the air.  Always fly with the correct pattern for take off and landing. 

4. Always keep the flight and the plane within your own experience limits.  Don’t go jumping into an airframe that is be-
yond your skill level just because it looks cool.  Also don't go attempting new, complex maneuvers on a crowded flight 
line (save those for a non crowded day).   By all means get an AMA membership, but remember that its not a license to 
fly like an idiot. 

5. Always perform the proper pre-flight checks on your plane and radio.  Ensure your transmitter batteries are fully 
charged. Check your receiver batteries to ensure they are fully charged.  Check your aircraft hardware, electronics, con-
trol surfaces even if you checked them last week.  All this will help you in having your plane stay in the air.  

        All of these will help you have a good successful flight providing your skills are up to it.   Don’t fly like a numb skull 
throwing caution to the wind and lets see what this baby can do before you are ready for it. I hope that in  reference to these 
rules, some of you might gain a better understanding of RC flight and ultimately get more enjoyment out of the hobby. 
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History: The Bearcat was the last of Grumman's piston-engine carrier-based fighters. Two XF8F-1 prototypes 
were ordered in November 1943, and the first of these was flown on 21 August 1944. Grumman decided once 
again to utilize the most powerful engine available at the time, the Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp -- the 
same engine that had powered both their Hellcat and Tigercat designs. This time, the engine was fitted to the 
smallest, lightest airframe that could be built. This resulted in a highly maneuverable, fast airplane with a rate of 
climb 30% greater than the Hellcat. 

Production of the F8F-1 began just six months after the first flight of the prototype, and the first airplane was de-
livered to the US Navy's VF-19 squadron on 21 May 1945. The Navy's order totaled 2,033 airplanes, and Grum-
man contracted with General Motors to build the Bearcat under license, with the designation F8FM-1. Only a few 
Bearcats had been delivered to the Navy when the end of the war halted production. Grumman cancelled 1,258 
of its Bearcats, and General Motors cancelled its entire order of 1,876. Production resumed after the war, and 
several variants were produced, including the F8F-1B, with four 20mm cannon in place of the previously-fitted 
12.7mm (0.5 inch) machine guns; several night fighter variants (F8F-1N and F8F-2N); and a photo-
reconnaissance version (F8F-2P). Production continued until May 1949. 

At least 24 US Navy squadrons flew the Bearcat, some until as late as 1952, after which some were sold to the 
French Armee de l'Air for combat operations in Indo-China. Another 129 Bearcats were sold to the Thai Air 
Force. 

Nicknames: Beercat (Armee de l'Air) 

Specifications (F8F-1B): 
    Engine: 2,100hp Pratt & Whitney R-2800-34W Double Wasp 18-cylinder radial piston engine 
    Weight: Empty 7,070 lbs., Max Takeoff 12,947 lbs. 
    Wing Span: 35ft. 10in. 
    Length: 28ft. 3in. 
    Height: 13ft. 10in. 
    Performance: 
        Maximum Speed at 19,700ft: 421mph 
        Cruising Speed: 163mph 
        Initial Climb Rate: 4,570 feet per minute 
        Ceiling: 38,700ft 
        Range: 1,105 miles 
    Armament: 
        Four 20mm cannon 
        Hard points for two 1,000lb bombs, or four 127mm (5-inch) rockets, or two 150-gal fuel tanks 

 



All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) re-
serves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline will 
be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 

 
Gary Hodges 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 

 

 

Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters 
flying site sits on 48 acres with a 500 foot paved runway. The club is open to all 
who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists 
of a group of individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club 
meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Gander Mountain Sporting 
Goods located at  9923 Grant Street Thornton , CO.  Meetings start promptly at 
7:00 pm. All M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to 
become actively involved in the club's activities 

  The first year there is a once a lifetime $35 initiation fee charged to 
all new members.  Total first year dues are $125, every year after that Annual 
membership dues are $90.  

For membership information check out our web page: 

President   Larry Ott  

Vice Pres  Jeff Griego 

Treasure  Tom Glaess 

 

Board  Earl Keffer 

 

Board  Steve Graham  

 

Board                      Lee Overholt 

 

Field Maintenance  

 

Newsletter Editor Gary Hodges 

 

 

 

  

Web Page 

http://www.miniatureaerosportsers.org 

 

 

2014 Club Officers 

HobbyTown USA 

9120 Wadsworth Blvd 

Westminster, CO 80021    

Phone: (303) 431-0482    

Email: htuwestmin-

ster@mesanetworks.net     


