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Well here we are in March and the weather has not been very good for flying.  White stuff 
everywhere and more windy days then anyone needs.  Oh, and that silly rodent back east pre-
dicted 6 more weeks of winter.  I hope it gets warmer and calmer soon. 

 

The Aeromodeling Expo @ Wings Over The Rockies took place 2 weeks ago and seemed to 
be a big success.  We had a great turnout of members and talked to many attendees about our 
club and flying.  It was also a great opportunity to see all of the tremendous improvements that 
have been made to the facility since last year.  The place really looked great.  During the show 
Dennis spoke to the lady in charge of the library and learned that she is willing to host a group 
for a private tour of the resources she oversees.   What a treasure trove of books, drawings and 
other items about the history of aviation.  If there is enough interest we'll contact her and set 
something up.  As an aside, the members that came out and helped at the show have completed 
half of their work bond commitment. 

 

It will be in the minutes from the meeting, but I to highlight two events that were added to our 
calendar for this year.  Tom Neff from Airpark Elite came to the meeting and talked about py-
lon and combat.  He talked about the events his club has run in the past and asked if M.A.S. 
would host one or both events.  After some discussion, motions were made, seconded and ap-
proved.  We selected August 18th for a pylon meet and September 8th for combat.  Tom and the 
other members of Airpark Elite will handle all the details.  All we need to do is show up and 
watch or participate.  Should be fun. 

 

The last item I have is one of safety.  We have more and more BIG planes at the airfield every 
year and they can be dangerous.  No news flash there.  One of the most dangerous times is 
during start up, as anyone who has done it can tell you, especially if no one is around to help.  
Cory Musich was telling me about a restraint system that is installed at the LAMA airfield and 
it sounds like something we should look at.  If we had one at each end of the safety fence, one 
north and one south, we might save some fingers, an arm or perhaps a life.  I am going to get 
more information and have it at the next meeting to discuss.  If we decide to get them, I would 
like to have them installed before our IMAC event on May 5 and 6. 

 

That's all for this month.  I hope to see you at the airfield. 
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February Meeting Notes 
 

 

As of the meeting, there were only 43 members. The membership voted to give memberships to Rocco and 
Mark (from Aeroworks) and Jim (from Things with Wings). As of this writing, Mark and Jim do not have a current 
AMA membership, so their guest memberships in MAS will have to wait until they’re up to date. 
 
Earl did find some other stuff that we lost in the robbery. He didn’t elaborate on what the items were. He notified 
the police. The robbery was discusses and the generator won’t be replaced. We’ll just use generators belonging 
to members when we need one. People discussed what we could do in the future (one thought was to have a 
security camera running on solar that we could install). Consensus is to not leave anything of value at the field. 
Take it home with you. 
 
Larry updated the membership on the FAA funding bill.  It was signed into law last week, so that’s good for us. It 
has specific wording regarding model aircraft. See the AMA’s website for specific information. Note: This is the 
note the long awaited ruling on unmanned aircraft that has been in the RC discussions for over a year now. That 
ruling will come out this spring. That ruling could still be an issue for us because of our proximity to DIA. Stay 
tuned. 
 
The AMA Gold Leader club paperwork is all filled out. It will be sent in. Thanks to George and Larry for doing 
this. 
 
As of this writing, the Aeromodeling Expo at the Lowry Museum will be complete. It was discussed at the meet-
ing briefly; when to arrive, where to enter and the bring your own chair. Details on the Expo at next month’s 
meeting. 
 
The Board discussed prorating the dues for new members: Take all full months remaining in year * $7.50. Then 
add the runway fee of $35. So, if joining in June, there are 6 months of the year left. 6 * $7.50=$45 + $35 = $80. 
This would be for new members only. Motion to do it passes. Since this is in our By-Laws, those need to change. 
Once that’s complete, the new version will be sent out to everyone. 
 
IMAC contest sanction has been approved. It’s scheduled for May 5th and 6th. Stay tuned for the next couple of 
meetings; there will be a lot of arranging for volunteers. 
 
Tom Neff from Airpark Elite was at the meeting. That club recently lost their field. They have procured a new lo-
cation, but it won’t be ready for a while. They have 8 members (4 or 5 that fly). Larry proposes that they can 
come fly at our field. This was discussed at the Board meeting and the Board recommends a 6 month time limit 
for the Airpark Elite members. This time limit would start on 3/1.  A motion to let them fly at our field passes. 
They will get the gate combination but will use their own Airpark Elite membership card. 
 
Airpark Elite does do a lot of contests each year (pylon and combat). They had eight planned for this year before 
they lost their field. They’ve gone around and asked local clubs to host an event one time for this year. Airpark 
Elite would CD and promote it. They are asking that we host one. The MAS members seem ok with one contest. 
A motion was made to host a pylon race on August 18th. The motion passed. An additional motion was made to 
host a combat contest on September 8th. This also passed. Stay tuned for details on these contests later in the 
spring/summer. 
 
That’s it. Sean won a Hobby Town gift certificate. 

DUES ARE DUE - Gate combination changed  March 1st  
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                                         For Sale 
 
Six 72Mhz receivers: 
 

Hitec Electron 6 channel - Ch. 31 
Hitec Super Slim 8 channel - Ch. 32 
Hitec HFD-08RD 8 channel - Ch. 13 
Berg 5 DSP 5 channel - Ch. 34 
Berg 7p 7 channel - Ch. 34 
Berg Microstamp (park flyer) 4 channel - Ch. 34 
 

Two 72Mhz crystals: 
 

Hitec Ch. 32 
Berg Ch. 32 
 

$40 for everything 
 
If you’re interested, contact Tom Glaess at 303-903-4764 or 
tglaess@comcast.net 
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History: During the final two years of the Second World War, the Yak-3 proved itself a powerful dogfighter. 
Tough and agile below an altitude of 13,000 feet, the Yak-3 dominated the skies over the battlefields of the East-
ern Front during the closing years of the war. 

The first attempt to build a fighter called the Yak-3 was shelved in 1941 due to a lack of building materials and 
an unreliable engine. The second attempt used the Yak-1M, already in production, to maintain the high number 
of planes being built. The Yak-3 had a new, smaller wing and smaller dimensions then its predecessor. Its light 
weight gave the Yak-3 more agility. The Yak-3 completed its trials in October 1943 and began equipping the 
91st IAP in July of 1944. In August, small numbers of Yak-3s were built with an improved engine generating 
1,700-hp, and the aircraft saw limited combat action in 1945. Production continued until 1946, by which time 
4,848 had been built. 

The story of the Yak-3 did not end with the Second World War. In 1991, the Museum of Flying, in Santa Monica, 
California, asked Yakovlev to produce a new series of Yak-3s to be built at Orenburg, Russia. The new Yak-3s 
were built using the plans, tools, dies and fixtures of the original. They were powered by American Allison en-
gines, and given the designation Yak-3UA. These aircraft are now available on the civilian market. [History by 
David MacGillivray] 

Nicknames: Ubiytsa ("Killer"); Ostronosyi ("Sharp-Nose" -- Generic term for all inline-engine powered Yak fight-
ers). 

Specifications: 
Engine: One 1,300-hp Klimov VK-105PF-2 V-12 piston engine  
Weight: Empty 4,641 lbs., Max Takeoff 5,864 lbs. 
Wing Span: 30ft. 2.25in. 
Length: 27ft. 10.25in. 
Height: 7ft. 11.25in. 
Performance: 
Maximum Speed: 407 mph 
Ceiling: 35,105 ft. 
Range: 559 miles 
Armament: 
One engine-mounted 20-mm ShVAK cannon 
Two 12.7-mm (0.5-inch) UBS machine guns 

Number Built: 4,848 (Original 1940s-era models) 

Number Still Airworthy: At least 5 newly-manufactured aircraft. 

 

 



All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) re-
serves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline will 
be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 

 
Gary Hodges 

gbhodges58@msn.com 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 

 

 

Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters 
flying site sits on 48 acres with a 500 foot paved runway. The club is open to all 
who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists 
of a group of individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club 
meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Gander Mountain Sporting 
Goods located at  9923 Grant Street Thornton , CO.  Meetings start promptly at 
7:00 pm. All M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to 
become actively involved in the club's activities 

  The first year there is a once a lifetime $125 initiation fee charged to 
all new members.  Every year after that Annual membership dues are $90.  

For membership information check out our web page: 

http://www.miniatureaerosportsers.org 

President   Larry Ott  

Vice Pres  Jeff Griego 

Treasure  Tom Glaess 

 

Board  Earl Keffer 

 

Board  Steve Graham  

 

Board                      Lee Overholt 

 

Field Maintenance  

 

Newsletter Editor Gary Hodges 

gbhodges58@msn.com 

 

 

 

  

Web Page 

http://www.miniatureaerosportsers.org 

 

 

2012 Club Officers 

1585 Wadsworth Blvd 

Denver, CO 80215 

(303)238-5821 

HobbyTown USA 

9120 Wadsworth Blvd 

Westminster, CO 80021    

Phone: (303) 431-0482    

Email: htuwestmin-

ster@mesanetworks.net     


