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Upcoming meetings and events 

 
 
May 4-5 - IMAC contest at 
MAS field 
 
May  23rd — Meeting  
 
June 15 - MAS Family Picnic 
(potluck at field) 
 
June  27th  -  Meeting  
 
July 13-14 - Pattern contest at 
MAS field 
 
July 31-Aug 4 - Adams County 
Fair 
 
Aug 10 - Kids day 

 

From the President  

Meeting Minutes  

Corsair  

  

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

 

 Perhaps the white stuff (snow, shh) is over and the temperatures will start to improve 
too.  So now what, it starts raining like crazy.  I thought we we in a drought! I keep hearing 
that we need the moisture, but I have enough, it can stop any time.  I want to go flying. 

 

Speaking of flying, many of you have been out braving the cold and snow and for those of you 
that will be out for the first time this year, I want to repeat what I said last year at this time.   

REPEAT: If you have a plane that has not flown this year, please take the time to check it out 
thoroughly before you try to fly it.  Check the hinges, the servos and especially the batteries to 
insure they are working properly.  Do a radio range check too.  A little preventive maintenance 
can mean the difference between an enjoyable day of flying and the loss of an aircraft.  

 

The main topic at the April meeting was the upcoming Lamar Steen IMAC event.  We re-
viewed the donations that have been received, the plans for lunches and the list of work to be 
done during the event.  We also talked about the roof on the clubhouse and decided that we 
needed to wait until received the lease renewal from the state.  Well I can inform you that the 
state has given us a new lease for the next 10 years.  Tom was contacted early this week and 
the board has reviewed it and agreed to accept it, there was not much of a choice. The annual 
payment will be a little higher, but we are safe for many ore years.  Tom will have a full report 
at the next meeting.  

 

Our 3rd annual Lamar Steen Commemorative Challenge IMAC event took place last weekend, 
May 4 and 5.  It was very successful again this year.  There are still a few outstanding expens-
es, but we did very well.  M.A.S. was represented by 4 members this year and there were 18 
pilots in all, up from 16 last year.  For the most part, the weather cooperated pretty well.  Sat-
urday was a bit cool and it got windy mid afternoon, so we only got in 2 complete rounds plus 
freestyle.  Steve Graham prepared his now famous pulled pork sandwiches and everyone en-
joyed them.  Sunday was about the same, a little warmer in the morning but then cooler in the 
afternoon, another great day for flying.  We ended up flying 3 full rounds of competition plus 
the unknowns over the two days and finished things up with the awards presentation at about 
4:30.  Once again, a big thanks to all the members that came out to support the event, we 
couldn't do it without you.  Full report at the meeting. 

 

One major event down.  Tomorrow I will start working on our 1st Annual Prairie Dog Classic 
Pattern event that will take place on July 13 & 14.  At he next meeting we will also be talking 
about the pot luck family picnic on June 15th and the Adams County Fair in August. 

 

That's all for this month.  I hope to see you at the airfield. 
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April meeting notes 
 
We have one new member. Everyone welcome Michael Robinson. 
 
There is very little new news on the lease. The last word I received was that it went to the land board’s 
legal department. From what they said, that’s the last department it needs to go through, but it was 
over two weeks ago that I received this information. 
 
Lee and Bob checked the roof. They say it’s brittle, but if we don’t get hail or a huge wind, we should 
be ok for a year. The members agreed that with the lease issues, we shouldn’t commit to any large 
expense right now. 
 
Larry brought up that last year we looked into a solar charging station. Since this would be placed on 
the roof, we should probably replace the roof first. So, everything is one hold until we get a new lease. 
 
The IMAC contest was on May 4th and 5th .  
George has sent out 60 or so letters for donations. He’s gotten a good response. Aeroworks gave us 
$250 plus a bunch of little stuff. Great Planes kicked in a case. We’ve also received a lot of gift certifi-
cates. The prizes for the contest should be nice. 
Larry mentioned that last year we gave away 2 cash prizes (plus a case) as drawings during the con-
test. We sold tickets for this drawing. A motion was made to do it again. $100, $50, and case. The mo-
tion passed. 
 
Steve G. will do pulled pork for lunch on Saturday. Sunday will be dogs and burgers. We’ll charge for 
lunch each day. 
 
On a different subject, if you shoot a prairie dog out at the field, put the carcass in the hole or some-
thing. Don’t leave it out. Dead animals breed all kinds of nasty stuff and we don’t need anybody get-
ting sick. Also, make sure you have a backstop. We're trying to get a new lease; we can’t piss off the 
neighbors because of bullets flying their way. 
 
Larry went to the Denver Area Council meeting. Most of the area clubs were there. Biggest topic was 
drones. The word from the AMA is don’t talk about them. If somebody asks if we know anything about 
them, we don’t. Don’t encourage the press or the nut jobs. We follow the safety code at all times and 
we keep our aircraft in sight. 
 
The AMA is awarding 5, $100 awards for the best ideas to promote the hobby. Any ideas? Bring them 
too a meeting or let Larry know about them. The end of June is the deadline for the ideas. 
 
Bob Salmon mentioned that John Fletcher is getting out of the hobby. He’s having a garage sale on 
May 16th - 18th. He is selling everything; Tools, planes, radios, everything. Bob asks that we help. See 
Bob for specifics and an address. 
 
That’s it for this month. 
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Courtesy of George Kerr 

Corsair Inves�ture at Spirit of Flight Museum Erie Colorado 

On Saturday April 13
th 
, 2013 I a"ended an event at the Spirit of Flight Museum that was the unveiling of a 

highly detailed Corsair for the museum.  The corsair was modeled a'er one that was flown by Major General 

Robert G. Owens Jr. USMC when he was a Major in 1943.  Then Major Owens was the XO and then CO of Ma-

rine Squadron VMF 215, the “Figh�ng Corsairs”.  He is credited with 7 kills and 4 probables.    Major General 

Owens spent the last years of his life in Boulder CO and passed away in 2007 at the age of 90 years old. 

The Inves�ture was a"ended by many members of the Owens family, some as far away as Atlanta GA.  There 

were some local people at the event as well. 

The Corsair is an ESM 85” Corsair detailed by Dave Gianakos of Li"leton.  Dave has detailed several museum 

quality models and has them displayed in museums such as the Museum of Flight in Sea"le, Smithsonian Ins�-

tutes, and US Naval Museum in Pensacola FL.  He now has two airplanes at the Spirit of Flight Museum in Erie.  

Dave is currently working on a scale model of a Russian spy satellite for the Smithsonian.  Dave's paying job is 

airline Captain for Delta.  He regularly flies routes to Asia. 

Dave is a master modeler and did an incredible job on the F4U-1.  I first saw the model at the Wings Over the 

Rockies Modelers Expo in February.  Here are a few pictures from the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Gianakos (�e) discussing the airplane with an a"endee 
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             Stanley H. Owens (General Owens son) is on the far right                    Le' to Right, Robert G Owens III, Dave, Dave's Wife,   

       General Owens Grandson, Gordon 

 

These pictures do not do this model jus�ce!  It is incredibly detailed!  Dave's wife and daughter completely 

stripped the model of paint.  Dave filled in panel lines that were not correct and made others that are correct.  

Since this is not a flying model, there are no retracts or engine in it.  Dave has several thousand rivets on the 

model and used real screws to simulate the Dzus fasteners where they are used.  Some panels on the early Cor-

sairs were s�ll fabric covered, so Dave has put in fabric s�tching where appropriate.  There is approximately 

1500 hours and 7 months in the detailing of this model. 

I encourage you all to take a trip up to the Spirit of Flight Museum, 2650 S Main St, Erie, CO 80516 

(303) 460-1156 and take a look at this and the other ar�facts that are on display.  Spirit of Flight is a small mu-

seum, but I think it is important that we visit and support small museums like this so that future genera�ons 

will be"er understand the history of this great country. 
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Official Biography: 

Major General Robert Gordon Owens, Jr., passed away on October 31, 2007. He was 90 years of age.  

 

Major General Robert Gordon Owens, Jr., a combat aviator who earned the Navy Cross and was designated a Marine 

Corps ace a'er shoo(ng down seven enemy planes during World War II, was placed on the re(red list, August 1, 1972. 

 

Born February 13, 1917, in Greenville, SC, he completed high school there in 1934, and graduated from Furman University 

in Greenville with a B.A. degree in 1938. Enlis(ng in the Marine Corps Reserve in August 1939, he was assigned to the Avia-

(on Cadet program in Pensacola, FL, where he completed flight training. Upon gradua(on, he was designated a Naval Avi-

ator and commissioned a Marine Reserve second lieutenant, June 7, 1940. 

 

When World War II broke out, he was a9ached to a Marine bomber squadron sta(oned at Pearl Harbor, and took part in 

the island's defense a'er the surprise a9ack on December 7, 1941. Later, as Execu(ve Officer and Commanding Officer, 

respec(vely, of Marine Fighter Squadron 215, he took part in aerial combat in the Solomon Islands, New Georgia, and Bis-

marck Archipelago areas, earning the Navy Cross, the Dis(nguished Flying Cross with four Gold Stars, and the Air Medal 

with two silver stars in lieu of second through eleven awards. During this period, he was promoted to first lieutenant in 

March 1942, to captain in May 1942, and to major in May 1943. 

 

He earned the Purple Heart for wounds received in ac(on over Rabaul in January 1944. Although wounded, he succeeded 

in landing his crippled plane in the water where a rescue plane picked him up. He was later assigned to Marine Fleet Air, 

West Coast, as Commander of Marine Air Group Six that was deployed aboard ship. Following the war, he served with the 

Division of Reserve, Headquarters Marine Corps, for two years. In August 1948, he completed the Junior Course at Marine 

Corps Schools, Quan(co, VA. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel the previous month. 

 

During the next two years, he served as Division Air Officer, 2d Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, NC. From October 1950 un-

(l July 1952, he was assigned to Aircra', FMF, Atlan(c, at Cherry Point, NC, serving consecu(vely as Commander, Marine 

Fighter Squadron 115, and Assistant G-3 Officer, 2d Marine Aircra' Wing. Comple(ng the Air War College at Maxwell Air 

Force Base, AL, in June 1953, he reported to El Toro, CA, serving as Marine Aircra' Group 15 Opera(ons Officer and, later, 

Commanding Officer of Marine A9ack Squadron 323.  

 

In May 1955, a'er comple(ng helicopter training, he joined Marine Aircra' Group 16, 1st Marine Aircra' Wing, in Japan, 

and served as Group Logis(cs Officer and, later, Opera(ons Officer. Returning to the US in June 1956, he was assigned as 

Senior Marine Officer, Staff, Chief of Naval Air Basic Training, Pensacola. During this assignment, he was promoted to colo-

nel in September 1957. In February 1958, he joined FMF, Pacific, in Hawaii, serving as Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, 

for two and a half years. Remaining in the Hawaiian area, he assumed command of Marine Aircra' Group 13, 1st Marine 

Brigade, in August 1960. From September 1961 un(l August 1963, he served at Headquarters Marine Corps as Assistant 

Head, Plans Branch, G-3 Division. In June 1964, he completed the Na(onal War College in Washington, DC, and received his 

Master's degree in Interna(onal Rela(ons from George Washington University in 1964.  
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That August, Colonel Owens was assigned to the Joint Staff, Joint Chiefs of Staff, as a member of the Pacific Division Opera-

(ons Directorate. He was promoted to brigadier general, July 1, 1965, shortly a'er assuming new du(es with the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff as Deputy Director for Command Areas, J-3. For meritorious performance of duty in the Pacific Division, and 

later as Deputy Director for Command Areas, Opera(ons Directorate, he was awarded the Legion of Merit. Brigadier Gen-

eral Owens served as Deputy Director of Personnel at Headquarters Marine Corps from September un(l November 1966. 

 

Following duty at Headquarters Marine Corps, Brigadier General Owens was ordered to the Republic of Vietnam, where he 

earned a Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit for outstanding performance of duty as Assistant Wing Commander, 

1st Marine Aircra' Wing (December 5, 1966 - April 1, 1967) and subsequently, as Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibious 

Force (April 2, 1967 - December 19, 1967). Upon his return to the United States, he again served at Headquarters Marine 

Corps for 16 months, as Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, and earned a Gold Star in lieu of a third Legion of Merit. While sta-

(oned at Headquarters Marine Corps, he was promoted to major general, September 1, 1968. 

 

A complete list of his medals and decora(ons include: the Navy Cross; five awards of the Legion of Merit; the Dis(nguished 

Flying Cross with four Gold Stars; the Air Medal with two Silver Stars and one Gold Star deno(ng subsequent awards; the 

Purple Heart; the Navy Unit Commenda(on; the American Defense Service Medal with Base clasp; the American Campaign 

Medal; the Asia(c-Pacific Campaign Medal with four bronze stars; the World War II Victory Medal; the Navy Occupa(on 

Service Medal with Asia clasp; the China Service Medal; the Na(onal Defense Service Medal with one bronze star; the Vi-

etnam Service Medal with one bronze star; the Na(onal Order of Vietnam Medal, 5th Class; the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry 

with Palm; and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.  

 

Submi"ed by, 

George Kerr 

 

 

 



All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) re-
serves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline will 
be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 

 
Gary Hodges 

gbhodges58@msn.com 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 

 

 

Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters 
flying site sits on 48 acres with a 500 foot paved runway. The club is open to all 
who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists 
of a group of individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club 
meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Gander Mountain Sporting 
Goods located at  9923 Grant Street Thornton , CO.  Meetings start promptly at 
7:00 pm. All M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to 
become actively involved in the club's activities 

  The first year there is a once a lifetime $35 initiation fee charged to 
all new members.  Total first year dues are $125, every year after that Annual 
membership dues are $90.  

For membership information check out our web page: 

President   Larry Ott  

Vice Pres  Jeff Griego 

Treasure  Tom Glaess 

 

Board  Earl Keffer 

 

Board  Steve Graham  

 

Board                      Lee Overholt 

 

Field Maintenance  

 

Newsletter Editor Gary Hodges 

gbhodges58@msn.com 

 

 

 

  

Web Page 

http://www.miniatureaerosportsers.org 

 

 

2013 Club Officers 

HobbyTown USA 

9120 Wadsworth Blvd 

Westminster, CO 80021    

Phone: (303) 431-0482    

Email: htuwestmin-

ster@mesanetworks.net     


