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Upcoming meetings and events 

 

 
Helicopter Fun Fly  – 
Jefco Aeromod'lers - 
September 20 

 
Long Lake Float Fly – 
Arvada Associated Mod-
elers – September 21 

 
September   25th Meet-
ing 
 
 
Rocky mountain Re-
gional Jet Rally – Love-
Air R/C September 26 & 
27 

From the President  

Meeting Minutes  

C-47  

  

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

 

September marks the beginning of cooler weather and the evenings will soon be too short to 
get in any flying after work, I'm not retired yet. It also means the competition year is over in 
Colorado. There are 2 pattern events in September, but both of them are out of state.   

 

The August meeting was mostly about final reports for this year's Adams County Fair and 
Kid's Day. I'm sure you all know by know that both events were very successful. We had many 
suggestions for how we can improve Kid's Day and decided to form a committee next May to 
explore them. Jermey and Chris volunteered to head up the efforts. We also discussed the sad 
state of our grill at the airfield. The poor thing has seen better days and the club cannot survive 
without one, we love to cook. So, we authorized Jake and Dennis to find us a new one and 
gave them a spending limit of $500 to do so.  Well they only spent $350 and we now have 
some real cooking power. Be sure to check it out next time you are at the airfield.  Nice job, 
Jake and Dennis. 

 

We also got word 2 weeks ago that Lee Overholt's efforts to contact the Adams County com-
missioners had led to a meeting with a member of County Manager's staff.   Lee and I attended 
the meeting on September the 8th with 2 of the county manager's staff and the manager of the 
highway department.  We made a short presentation about the club's history with the county 
and thanked them for all the assistance they have provided over the years.  We also gave them 
highlights of our community outreach programs, i.e.; Kid's Day, the Fair and other events held 
each year. We showed them the AMA Model Aviation article about out IMAC event and some 
pictures of this years Kid's Day. We answered questions and asked then if there was any possi-
bility of the county continuing to assist us with the ongoing expenses of maintaining the run-
way, driveways, parking lot and clubhouse.  We were told that the best chance was to apply for 
a grant and that we would be contacted and provided with the forms and any assistance needed 
to complete them.  Lee and I both felt that we had accomplished our initial goal of making 
contact and had succeeded at getting to the next step.  Now we wait for the next communica-
tion.  Lee has been working on this for 2 years and his efforts are finally opening some doors. 
Thanks Lee. 

 

One final note. The September meeting is officer nomination night for the election of officers 
in October.  If anyone is interested in running for an office or board position, please let me 
know. 

 

That's all for this month.  I hope to see you at the airfield. 
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August Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order 

6 new members for August 

Motion to accept minutes. Seconded 

Treasurer Report. 

Kids day report given.  

Larry Ott gave report on Kids day.   

Lee asked about Non Profit status.  

Old business:  

• Wrap up of Adams county Fair. Went very well, no hitch. Kids day outreach went very well.  

• 66 members 13 helped.  

• Lee recommend that we do not fly.  Too hard to cover both venues. 

• Lee’s report on meeting with commissioner.   

• Kid’s  Day. Went very well. More kids but was more spread out. Everything went smoothly.  

 

New Business: 

• Bob – Colorado Motor Sports Park. Don Hulse (Promoter) wants us to participate with demos .  

• Lindsey Scott contacted a number of clubs about her Son’s birthday in September. Larry has not been able 
to contact her via email. Will continue to attempt to contact her.  

• Earl. 6 to 8 cans of insect spray is missing. Bottle of hand cleaner.  

• Dennis – Kids day  

• Motion for donated airplane. Motion to have Jeff Griego to hanger the airplane 

• Seconded and approved.  

• Jake – made motion to purchase new grill to replace old grill. Discussion held.  

• Motion made to appropriate $500 for the purchase of the grill.  

• Seconded and approved.  

• Larry L. Brought up concern over battery fumes. More discussion needed. 

Upcoming events 

Motion for adjourn, Seconded  

Meeting adjourned 
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The Douglas C-47 Skytrain or Dakota (RAF designation) is a military transport aircraft developed from the civilian Doug-
las DC-3 airliner. It was used extensively by the Allies during World War II and remained in front line service with various 
military operators through the 1950s.[2] 
 

The C-47 differed from the civilian DC-3 in numerous modifications, including being fitted with a cargo door and strength-
ened floor, along with a shortened tail cone for glider-towing shackles, and an astrodome in the cabin roof.[3][4] 
During World War II, the armed forces of many countries used the C-47 and modified DC-3s for the transport of troops, 
cargo, and wounded. The U.S. Naval designation was R4D. More than 10,000 aircraft were produced in Long Beach and 
Santa Monica, California and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Between March 1943 and August 1945 the Oklahoma City plant 
produced 5,354 C-47s.[5][6] 
 
The C-47 was vital to the success of many Allied campaigns, in particular those at Guadalcanal and in the jungles of New 
Guinea and Burma, where the C-47 (and its naval version, the R4D) made it possible for Allied troops to counter the mobil-
ity of the light-traveling Japanese army. Additionally, C-47s were used to airlift supplies to the embattled American forces 
during the Battle of Bastogne. Possibly its most influential role in military aviation, however, was flying "The Hump" from 
India into China. The expertise gained flying "The Hump" was later be used in the Berlin Airlift, in which the C-47 played a 
major role, until the aircraft were replaced by Douglas C-54 Skymasters. 
 
In Europe, the C-47 and a specialized paratroop variant, the C-53 Skytrooper, were used in vast numbers in the later stages 
of the war, particularly to tow gliders and drop paratroops. In the Pacific, with careful use of the island landing strips of the 
Pacific Ocean, C-47s were even used for ferrying soldiers serving in the Pacific theater back to the United States. 
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C-47s (about 2,000 received under lend-lease) in British and Commonwealth service took the name Dakota, possibly in-
spired by the acronym "DACoTA" for Douglas Aircraft Company Transport Aircraft.[7] The C-47 also earned the informal 
nickname "Gooney Bird" in the European theater of operations.[8] 
 
Other sources[9] attribute this name to the first plane, a USMC R2D—the military version of the DC-2—being the first plane 
to land on Midway Island, previously home to the native long-winged albatross known as the gooney bird, which was native 
to Midway. 
 
The United States Air Force's Strategic Air Command had Skytrains in service from 1946 through 1967. 
With all of the aircraft and pilots having been part of the Indian Air Force prior to independence, both the Indian Air Force 
and Pakistan Air Force used C-47s to transport supplies to their soldiers fighting in the Indo-Pakistan War of 1947. 
Several C-47 variations were used in the Vietnam War by the United States Air Force, including three advanced electronic 
warfare variations, which sometimes were called "Electric Gooneys" designated EC-47N, EC-47P, or EC-47Q depending 
on the engine used.[10] EC-47s were also operated by the Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian Air Forces.[11] A gunship 
variation, using three 7.62 mm Miniguns, designated AC-47 "Spooky", often nicknamed "Puff the Magic Dragon", also was 
deployed.[8] 
 
The Royal Canadian Air Force and later, the Canadian Armed Forces employed the C-47 for transportation, navigation, and 
radar training, as well as for search and rescue operations from the 1940s to the 1980s.[12] 
After World War II, thousands of surplus C-47s were converted to civil airline use, some remaining in operation in 2012, as 
well as being used as private aircraft. 
 

 



All articles or items of interest should be submitted to me by the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Newsletter editor (that's ME) re-
serves the right to accept, refuse and edit all articles submitted for publication.  Articles or items submitted after the deadline will 
be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Send or deliver articles to: 

 
Gary Hodges 

 
Published articles reflect the author’s opinion and may or may not reflect those of the club in general, its officers, or the newsletter 
editor. 

 

 

Serving the Northeast Denver Area the Miniature Aero Sportsters 
flying site sits on 48 acres with a 500 foot paved runway. The club is open to all 
who have a current AMA membership. The Miniature Aero Sportsters consists 
of a group of individuals with a common interest in radio control aircraft. Club 
meetings are on the 4th Thursday of the month at Gander Mountain Sporting 
Goods located at  9923 Grant Street Thornton , CO.  Meetings start promptly at 
7:00 pm. All M.A.S. club members are encouraged to attend meetings, and to 
become actively involved in the club's activities 

  The first year there is a once a lifetime $35 initiation fee charged to 
all new members.  Total first year dues are $125, every year after that Annual 
membership dues are $90.  

For membership information check out our web page: 

President   Larry Ott  

Vice Pres  Jeff Griego 

Treasure  Jeff Osborn 

 

Board  Earl Keffer 

 

Board  Steve Graham  

 

Board                      Lee Overholt 

 

Field Maintenance  

 

Newsletter Editor Gary Hodges 

 

 

 

  

Web Page 

http://www.miniatureaerosportsers.org 

 

 

2014 Club Officers 

HobbyTown USA 

9120 Wadsworth Blvd 

Westminster, CO 80021    

Phone: (303) 431-0482    

Email: htuwestmin-

ster@mesanetworks.net     


